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BATH AND NORTH EAST SOMERSET 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE RECREATION GROUND, BATH 
 
Thursday, 16th December, 2010 

 
Present: 
Councillors Chris Watt, David Hawkins and Vic Pritchard 

 
  
51 
  

EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE  
 
The Chair drew attention to the Emergency Evacuation Procedure. 

  
52 
  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence. 

  
53 
  

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972  
 
There were none. 

  
54 
  

TO ANNOUNCE ANY URGENT BUSINESS AGREED BY THE CHAIR  
 
There was none 

  
55 
  

QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS  
 
Statements had been submitted by the following members of the Friends of the 
Recreation Ground (copies of which are available on the Minute book); 
 
• Worthy Gilson 
• Keith McGarrigle 
• Tony Hooper 

 
Councillor Andy Furse regretted that there had been no papers available for the 
meeting; he wanted to know about the costs associated with the consultation and 
how the questions would be set.  Without a report, he felt there was no transparency 
for the beneficiaries of the Trust. 
 

  
56 
  

MINUTES  
 
On a motion from Councillor Hawkins, seconded by Councillor Pritchard it was 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed as an accurate 
record and signed by the Chair. 

  
57 
  

LAUNCH CONSULTATION ON FUTURE LAND USES AT THE RECREATION 
GROUND  
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The Chair introduced this item by explaining that the Charity Commission have 
stated that they believe that the Trust is at a point where it is ready to apply for a new 
scheme which must be done by 31st March 2011.  The Commission have also made 
clear that the Trust is required to consult with the beneficiaries on the main aspects 
of the plans. 
 
The consultation exercise will have to involve a detailed description of any Trust land 
involved and, if there are detriments from land lost to the beneficiaries, it will need to 
be clear what land might be available to balance these detriments. 
 
The consultation will last for 8 weeks and will involve a range of activities such as 
publication of paperwork, website entries, public meetings, surveys etc. 
 
The Trust has a duty to resolve the abuses that exist and it is appropriate to use the 
Trust’s resources to bring about this resolution.  It is reasonable for the Trust to 
expect that any body that may benefit from a resolution of the current abuses to 
contribute to the cost of any consultation on the matter, which could include the 
Council and the Rugby club. The consultation document will be designed by the 
Trust to seek the views of beneficiaries on the Trusts proposals to resolve the 
existing abuses. 
 
Councillor Watt explained that the new ownership of the Rugby club had brought 
clarity to the club’s demands and the Trust now needed to review these to see if they 
could accommodate these within the framework set by the Strategic Review.  The 
Board did not consider the 31st March deadline to be optional so would be starting 
the consultation exercise very soon. 
 
The Chair apologised that, due to the number of parties involved and the situation 
changing up until the point of the meeting, it had not been possible to produce 
written proposals for the meeting.  He then opened the meeting up for further 
questions – key points arising from these are set out below; 
 
• Third parties will have no input in influencing the content of the consultation 

document and questions; 
• Advice for drafting the consultation document would come from the Trust’s 

independent Advisor, legal Counsel, the Strategic Director and officers with 
experience of running effective consultation exercises; 

• The Trust will not run a separate consultation exercise regarding land at Firs 
Field as this is a matter for the Council not the Trust; 

• In considering land values, the Trust would take into consideration the size, 
displaced activities, utility and commercial value and would be advised by 
independent valuers. 

 
Due to the commercial sensitivity of the discussions that were needed (as set out in 
the Public Interest test document circulated to the meeting), the Chair explained that 
the meeting would now be moving into exempt session. 
 

  
58 
  

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  
 
It was moved by Councillor Chris Watt, seconded by Councillor David Hawkins and 
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RESOLVED that in accordance with the provisions of Section 100(A)(4) of the Local 
Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item 
of business because of the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, as amended. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 8.00 pm  
 

Chair(person)  
 

Date Confirmed and Signed  
 

Prepared by Democratic Services 
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Bath & North East Somerset Council 

 
MEETING: Bath Recreation Ground Trust Board 
MEETING 
DATE: 16 December 2010 AGENDA 

ITEM 
NUMBER  

TITLE: Launch consultation on future land uses at the 
Recreation Ground 

 

  
AN OPEN PUBLIC ITEM (with exempt appendix) 
List of attachments to this report: 
Exempt Appendix 1 – Briefing Note for Trustees (exempt by virtue of paragraph 3 of Part 
1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended.) 
 

1 THE ISSUE 

1.1 This paper gives the Trustees an update on the lease proposal.  The Trust Board is 
asked to consider the proposal and the consultation with beneficiaries about getting the 
Charity Commission to progress with the resolving of both existing abuses at the site.  
 
2 RECOMMENDATION 
The Bath Recreation Ground Trust is asked to agree that: 
2.1 The position with the proposal is noted 
2.2 Agree actions in relation to the proposal and existing abuses at the site 
2.3 The Trustees resolve to delegate the finalisation of the consultation document to 

the trust advisors, in conjunction with the Chair of the Trust Board. 
 
3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
3.1 The financial implications of the holding of this meeting is contained within the 

budget held by the Monitoring Officer. 

 
4 THE REPORT 

4.1 Attached at Exempt Appendix 1 is a briefing note to the Trustees about the proposal 
and matters to be discussed. 
 
5 RISK MANAGEMENT 
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5.1 Risks are financial and are associated with the proposal and outcome of the existing 
abuses at the site.  
 
6 ADVICE SOUGHT 

10.1 Not applicable as this report is for information only. 
 

 

Contact person  Glen Chipp - Strategic Director for Service Delivery – 01225 394567 

Background 
papers 

None 

Please contact the report author if you need to access this report in an 
alternative format 
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Access to Information Arrangements 
 

Exclusion of access by the public to Council meetings 
 
 
Information Compliance Ref:  LGA/10/020 
 
 
Meeting:  Bath Recreation Ground Trust Board 
 
Date: 16 December 2010 
 
 
Author: Glen Chipp 
 
Report : Launch consultation on future land uses at the Recreation 
Ground 
 
Appendix Title/s:  
 
Appendix 1 – Briefing Note for Trustees 
 
 
The appendix constitutes exempt information, according to the categories set 
out in the Local Government Act 1972 (amended Schedule 12A). The relevant 
exemption is set out below. 
 

 
The public interest test has been applied, and it is concluded that the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in 
disclosure at this time. It is therefore recommended that the meeting resolve 
to exclude the public. The paragraphs below set out the relevant public 
interest issues in this case. 
 
PUBLIC INTEREST TEST 
 
If the Committee wishes to consider a matter with press and public excluded, 
it must be satisfied on two matters. 
 
Firstly, it must be satisfied that the information likely to be disclosed falls 
within one of the accepted categories of exempt information under the Local 
Government Act 1972.  Paragraph 3 of the revised Schedule 12A of the 1972 

Stating the exemption: 
 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person (including the authority holding that information). 
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Act exempts information which relates to the financial or business affairs of 
the investment managers which is commercially sensitive to the investment 
managers.  The officer responsible for this item believes that this information 
falls within the exemption under paragraph 3 and this has been confirmed by 
the Council’s Information Compliance Manager.  
 
Secondly, it is necessary to weigh up the arguments for and against 
disclosure on public interest grounds. 
 
Factors for disclosure: 
 
Disclosure would: 
 
• Further public understanding of the issues concerned. 
• Promote accountability and transparency by the Council for the decisions it 

takes and in the spending go public money. 
• Allow individuals and companies to understand decisions made by the 

Council affecting their lives and assist individuals to challenge those 
decisions. 

• Further public participation in the public debate of issues. 
 
 
Factors for withholding: 
 
• The Appendices contain information which relates to the financial and 

business affairs of the Council.  
• The Appendices contain commercial information detailing proposals 

regarding the future occupation and use of the Recreation ground. It is 
important that the Council is able to protect its commercial position in 
this matter while the options are considered and progressed. 

• It is also important that the Committee should be able to retain some 
degree of private thinking space while decisions are being made, in 
order to discuss openly and frankly the issues under discussion. 

 
 
Reasons why the public interest favours withholding disclosure: 
 
• The Council considers that the public interest has been served by the 

main report will be disclosed. 
 
• The Appendix refers to unresolved issues about which the Trustees of 

the Recreation Ground Trust haven't yet formed a final view - there is 
an important public interest in the Trustees being able to consider 
these issues in private. 
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• It is in the public interest that the Council is able to deliver cost-
effective solutions in relation to significant local issues. This depends 
partly on the Council being able to protect its commercial position while 
the detailed terms of relevant schemes are agreed. Release of this 
information would prejudice this function, as outlined above, and is 
therefore not in the public interest. 

 
• It is important for public authorities to have some measure of ‘private 

thinking space’, and that they are able to share important information 
with Elected Members tasked with representing the local community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 17



Page 18

This page is intentionally left blank


	Minutes
	
	Worthy Gilson statement
	Keith McGarrigle statement
	Tony Hooper statement

	
	Future Land Use Consultation

	
	Public Interest Test


